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lit is exceedingly gratifying to the Council to find that their 
possession is so coveted by foreign astronomers, from whom 
|oi|epeated applications are received for their monthly transmission. 
Volume XXXIV., just completed, will bear comparison with any 
|5)f its predecessors, not only for the number of contributions to 
!fi,ts pages, but also for the numerous important papers which it 
“contains, which in former years would undoubtedly have been 
reserved for the Memoirs. The advantage to authors of a speedy 
publication of their papers in the Monthly Notices has been highly 
appreciated; but at the same time, it is always advisable that 
elaborate papers containing much mathematical formulas or 
tabular matter should appear in the Memoirs. 

The Assistant Secretary. 

Owing to the lamented death of Mr. John Williams, the late 
Assistant Secretary, who had faithfully served the Society for 28 
years, the Council have been called upon to choose a successor. 
Several gentlemen well fitted for the office made application 
for the post, when, after the 11mst careful consideration of the 
different qualifications of the candidates, the choice of the Council 
fell on Mr. W. H. Wesley, who will enter upon his duties 
soon after the anniversary meeting. 


Obituary. 

The Council have to report the death; of the following Fellows 
and Associates during the past year. 

Fellows :—Rev. L. P. Baker. B.D. 

T. W. Burr, Esq. 

Lieut. Carpenda 1 e. 

W. C. Cox. Esc,. 

Gap*. H. 13 . Lynch, C.B. 

W. Parsonson, Esq. 

Rev. EL Robinson, D.D. 

J. T. Samuel, Esq. 

Rev. W. Ellis Wall. 

T. T. Wilkinson, Esq. 

Associates:—Prof. P. A. Idansen. 

Prof. J. II. von Mauler. 

M. lo Comte de pontdcoulant. 

31 . Cue ttdet. 

The father of the late Mr. Thomas William Burr held an 
official appointment in the Coal Exchange in London, in which 
city the subject of our memoir was born on the 10th of July, 
1821. He was mainly educated at a private school at Margate, 
kept by Mr. C. Lewis, and on attaining the age of 16 was 
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articled to Mr. Owen Pape Holmes, a solicitor in London. Pie 
wery early exhibited a strong predilection for scientific pursuits, 
oapid, while still a youth, attained considerable proficiency in 
chemistry. After completing his articles in the year 1843, and 
j|)eing admitted a solicitor, he commenced practice in Town, and 
3$t this time took a very active part in the management of the 
“City of London Literary and Scientific Institution, where he was 
contemporary with the late Sir John Bowring, Mr. Serjeant 
Parry, and others who have since become more or less known. 
He was the presiding genius, and practical head, of the philoso¬ 
phical class in the Institution referred to, and his untiring zeal 
and energy in this capacity are still remembered by all who ever 
came in contact with him. On April 10th, 1845, he married 
Mary Anne, the second daughter of Mr, Robert Greenwood (a 
gentleman also in the legal profession), and, for some time after 
this, lived—as did not a few professional men in those days—at 
his office in the heart of the City. At this time, or a little later, 
his attention would appear to have been first directed seriously 
to Astronomy ; and he actually erected an equatoreal on a plat¬ 
form, on the sloping roof of a house in a dingy street, that he 
might pursue the practical study of our science during those 
hours when the great heart of the Metropolis is still, and the 
roar and the whirl of its traffic is hushed. After some little 
time, however, he took fresh chambers, and then purchased a 
house in Blackstock Lane, Highbury, then a rural suburb of 
Northern London, but now a dense mass of houses on the borders 
of Finsbury Park. Here he erected a regular observatory, 
furnished with a 3|-inch equatoreal by Ross, a transit instru¬ 
ment, and a sidereal clock. He was elected a Fellow of our 
Society on May 13, 1853 ; and various communications from 
him will be found scattered through the volumes of our Monthly 
Notices , commencing with the XfVth. On January 25, 1854, he 
was elected a Member of the (now Royal) Microscopical Society, 
on the Council of which he afterwards repeatedly served ; as he 
did on that of the Quekett Microscopical Club, of which he was 
a Vice-President. He was also a Fellow of the Chemical 
Society. 

A keen and indefatigable worker with the microscope as well 
as with the telescope, his eyesight ultimately gave way under the 
strain, and, to his great grief and disappointment, he was 
peremptorily ordered by his medical advisers to discontinue 
observation altogether. Under these circumstances he disposed 
of his observatory and instruments (his equatoreal being pur¬ 
chased by the University of Aberdeen), and removed from 
Highbury to a part of Islington nearer to London. He served 
as a Member of our Council from February 1870 to February 

1873- 

He left the house in Islington, of which we have just 
spoken, in October 1873, and moved finally to one in -St. John’s 
Park, Upper Holloway. On his return thither on the night of 
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> 3 ^ay 7tli, 1874, from the Kora 1 Italian Opera, he complained of 
severe pain in his chest, and the medical man who was called 
tin next day pronounced him to be suffering from an attack of 
[Suppressed measles-—his youngest son being, as a matter of fact, 
; 3}1 in the house at the time with that complaint. Unhappily the 
diagnosis was erroneous, and it Angina Pectoris with which 
“he was seized. He seemed to rally Through in the course of a 
week or two, and had been so markedly better during the day, 
on May 21st, that all around him were sanguine as to his speedy 
recovery. Quite suddenly, however, after midnight, he com¬ 
plained of acute pain near his heart, and in two minutes he was 
a corpse. He leaves his widow with three sons and two 
daughters to lament the loss of a loving husband and father ; 
and all those who had the privilege uf his acquaintance to grieve 
for that of an amiable and accomplished mam and a sterling 
friend. 

Lieutenant Thomas C. R. Caiht.ndale joined the Indian Navy 
in 1847, at the age of fifteen or sixteen, and served in it, first as 
midshipman and afterwards as lieutenant, up to the date of its 
abolition in 1862. 

He served in the Persian war of 1856, and in a Naval Bri¬ 
gade during the Indian Mutiny. 

From 1862 up to his death, which occurred on July 16, 1870, 
he commanded one of the Indian Government Marine vessels, 
and took part in the submergence of the Persian Gulf telegraph 
cable in 1864, directing the course of the towing steamer. 

He was a careful navigator, and hydrography i< indebted to 
his observations for the position of more than une shoal in the 
Eastern seas. 

He leaves a widow and young family to lament his early death. 

A warm-hearted Irishman, he was much liked and esteemed 
by his brother officers and his men. 

William Charles Cox was horn in London on September 10, 
1786. He was one of the senior surviving Fellows of the Society, 
having been elected on January 14, 1831. At this period of his 
life he had a considerable taste for astronomy, which enabled him 
throughout a long career of business as a practical optician at 
Devonport to employ his scientific knowledge for the advantage 
of those who needed assistance in connection with his business, 
especially of commanders of vessels belonging to that important 
seaport town. He was. however, of a retiring disposition, and 
latterly he was hut little known beyond his own family circle, 
hut his reputation as a local optician was well established, and 
there were hut few in his neighbourhood who were more conver¬ 
sant with all the details of the work of a scientific instrument- 
maker than he was. Mr. Cox, for a very long period, was the 
agent at Devonport in charge of the depot of Admiralty chrono¬ 
meters, and in that capacity was in frequent official communica- 
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